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PRESS RELEASE – Immediate Release – April 2025

MERGING – A New Cross-Aesthetic Performance Uniting UK and Danish Artists with Local Community in Vendsyssel

This summer, internationally acclaimed contemporary dance company Eliot Smith Dance (UK) joins forces with Danish artists Liv Vester Larsen (musician/composer) and Nanna Rosenfeldt-Olsen (visual artist) to present MERGING — a new collaborative performance that blurs the lines between dance, music, and visual art.
Co-produced with Åsen Teater and Maskinhallen, MERGING is a cross-cultural, community-driven project designed to engage and reflect the diverse voices of North Jutland. With performances by ESD dancers Olivia Kirk and Yamit Salazar, and artistic direction shared between Eliot Smith, Liv Vester Larsen, and Nanna Rosenfeldt-Olsen, the project investigates the power of art to act as a bridge between cultures, generations, and social contexts via the environment and sustainability.
“MERGING is more than a performance; it’s a creative meeting point — a chance to explore stories, landscapes, environment and identities through movement, sound, and visual expression,” says choreographer Eliot Smith.
Building on the success of Smith and Larsen’s 2023 project MERGE, the new work will include:
· “Dance for the Masses” – A large-scale performance featuring local citizens
· Two interdisciplinary community workshops – led by the artistic team
· Performances – outdoors at Åsen Teater and indoors at Maskinhallen
· Digital documentation – the work will be captured on film and adapted for an online audience
The theme of MERGING addresses the cultural tension and transformation found in today’s rural communities, particularly the dynamic between traditional industries such as fishing and agriculture, and the shifting landscape of modern life. It invites both participants and audiences to reflect on shared heritage, diversity, and belonging through the environment and sustainability.
Performance and workshops dates will take place week commencing 24 – 30 August 2025, more details to be announced soon at www.eliotsmithdance.com/merging
END
Available for interview:
Eliot Smith, Creative Director at Eliot Smith Dance
Liv Vester Larsen, Composer
Nanna Rosenfeldt-Olsen, Visual Artist

For further information, images, or to arrange interviews, please contact:
Eliot Smith by email at eliot@eliotsmithdance.com or by phone on 0191 269 55 79 or 07956 404 187

About Eliot Smith Dance (ESD):
Eliot Smith Dance is a leading contemporary dance company based in the North East of England. The company, led by Creative Director Eliot Smith, has performed for audiences across the UK and internationally, with invitations to perform in Paris, Rome, and New York. ESD's diverse repertoire, created by Smith and guest choreographers from around the world, reflects the company's commitment to dynamic, relevant, and boundary-pushing work.

In addition to their live performances, ESD made an impressive return to digital offerings in 2020, engaging audiences globally through virtual platforms. The company celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2021 and won the inaugural Green Dance Award at the One Dance UK Awards in 2022.

For more information, please visit www.eliotsmithdance.com

Social Media:
Facebook, BlueSky, Instagram, TikTok: @eliotsmithdance

Email: info@eliotsmithdance.com

Website: www.eliotsmithdance.com

Tel: 0191 269 55 79 EXT 127

Address: Eliot Smith Dance, C/o Dance City, Temple Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 4BR









Eliot Smith Dance is a trading name of Eliot Smith Company Limited, registered in England & Wales.
Registered Address C/o Clarke's Chartered Accountants, 176 Portland Road, Jesmond, Newcastle Upon Tyne, England, NE2 1DJ. Company No. 0944239
image1.jpeg
ELIOT SMITH DANCE




